
Captivating 
Combinations
By  N o r m a n  W i n t e r

Today a trip to the local garden center 
is similar to going in a candy store. 
Everything looks so enticing that we 
want a little of everything. No doubt 
many of us have over indulged in both 
instances, yielding a tummy ache from 
too many sweets and a headache from 
trying to figure out what to do with 
all of the flowers we bought on this 
spontaneous whim.
	O n the other hand there are those shoppers visiting the garden 
center that are filled with fear and trepidation because they simply do not 
know what plants work well together to add the sizzle they desire for their 
landscape.
	T here is certainly good reason to purchase flowers. Few things affect 
the overall look of a garden as much as color. Used effectively, color can 
create a feeling of calm, graciousness, spaciousness, excitement, or just 
about any mood we want to achieve.
	T here may be a financial incentive as well to plant flowers. Recent 
studies have also shown that color improves the home’s value. It has 
always been known that a well landscaped home with mature trees and 
shrubs could increase the home’s value by 12 to 15 percent over the same 
home but with a mundane garden. It was only in the last few years that 
consumer surveys revealed 20 percent annual color improved a home’s 
perceived value by $1,000. Can you think of another investment where 
$100 to $200 yielded a quick $1,000?
	R egardless of whether a sale is in your near future, the addition of 
flowers will make you feel like a million bucks!
	T here are many gardening books that do an excellent job in telling 
you how to grow plants. They may even tell you which are the best to 
grow. A horticulturist like myself may tell you that ‘Sunny Border Blue’ 
veronica is an awesome perennial and that it partner’s well with another 
great perennial the ‘Goldsturm’ rudbeckia. Without the prior knowledge of 
growing the plants it may be hard for you to visualize. 
	 With the help of this book you will be able to see these dazzling 
partners together and know in what season they should perform. You’ll 
be able to get ideas you can use for your style of garden from cottage to 
tropical, or herb to butterfly garden.
	I t won’t be long until you see cars slowing down in front of your 
home. Don’t be alarmed as these passersby enviously peer out the 
window—they are just looking at your captivating combinations. 

A Time to Speak:  
Speeches by Jack Reed
By  Da nn  y  Mc  K e n z i e

Since the mid-1950s, Jack Reed Sr. has been one 
of Mississippi’s most outspoken businessmen and 
private citizens on education, race relations and 
community development. The terms “businessman” 
and “private citizen” are significant because Reed is 
not a politician. Well, he did run as the Republican 
candidate for governor of Mississippi in 1987 (losing 
a close race to Ray Mabus), but that’s been his only 
foray into politics.
	I n the introduction to our book—A Time to 
Speak: Speeches by Jack Reed—I wrote that had Reed been of an earlier day, he would 
have been a celebrity on the Chautauqua circuit. His sheer eloquence in speaking 
knowledgably, compassionately and with good cheer on subjects of consequence is 
rare among Mississippi’s leaders, but his willingness to do so as a private citizen and 
businessman in his native Tupelo gave his words even more import. Reed’s speeches 
are as relevant today as the days they were delivered.
	T he reference to “our” book is intentional. A Time to Speak was a most enjoyable 
collaboration between the two of us, and I tried to pass that on in my writing by 
making it conversational in tone. (I found it fascinating that a word count of the final 
manuscript showed the book to be almost 50-50 Reed’s speeches and my narrative.) 
It is not a biography of Reed, though it is biographical. It is not a book of speeches, 
though his speeches are the focal points. It is not a history text, though it does shed 
light on some of Mississippi’s historical moments. 
	 What A Time to Speak offers is a look at how one man with clear vision, firm 
convictions and courage to step forward can make a truly positive difference – 
through the power of the spoken word.

Tea Cakes

2 Sticks of butter (soft)
1 Heaping cup of sugar
2 Eggs (room temperature)
3 Cups of self-rising flour
1 Teaspoon of vanilla

Cream butter and sugar; add eggs, flour, and vanilla. Chill 5-7 hours before baking. 
Bake 25-35 minutes in 350° oven until light brown on top. Sprinkle sugar on top as 
soon as they are removed from oven.

Recipe courtesy of longtime BookFriends member Sister Simmons

From the family and friends of Dr. Heber Simmons of Tupelo, Mississippi 
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An Occasion  
to Celebrate
By  P e a r l  A m e l i a  Mc  H a n e y

For thirty-some years I have read and taught the work of 
Eudora Welty, always with delight, and for some time now 
I have been anticipating 2009, Welty’s centennial year. 
I hoped for a year-long, worldwide celebration of her 
life and writing as modeled by the many events for the 
centennial years of William Faulkner (1997) and Langston 

Hughes (2002). I sent letters to all of the journals, magazines, and newspapers that 
published Welty and to all of the universities that had honored her with degrees 
and awards encouraging them to plan ahead and in some way, no matter its 
dimensions, to honor Eudora Welty in 2009.
	L uck was my angel in the planning and production of the Press’s two Welty 
titles issued this March and in my contributions to centennial celebrations. These 
projects were  a true collaboration initiated by Seetha Srinivasan and carried out 
by myself, John Langston, Walter Biggins, Forrest Galey, and Ben Holland. One 
cannot recognize Seetha’s leadership, tenacity, and vision sufficiently in a single 
page. The book of forty photographs (thirty not previously published), three 
essays, and a chronology of Welty’s photographic efforts and accomplishments 
was one of the last that Seetha brought to life during her career at the University 
Press of Mississippi. 
	 Coincidentally, I was on the first list published under the guidance of the 
Press’s current director Leila Salisbury. And as I presented Leila with the concept 
for the book in mid-summer, it was also possibly the fastest book UPM produced. 
We wanted both books ready by the April 13 birthday! Here again incredible 
teamwork (Leila, Anne Stascavage, Pete Halverson) made the improbable seem 
possible. Occasions includes essays, stories, tributes, forewords, and letters to 
editors published throughout Welty’s lifetime in journals and newspapers that 
are now obscure, defunct, or inaccessible. Both are beautiful books, beyond my 
simple hopes as midwife to these celebrations of Eudora Welty’s 100th birthday. 
Both Eudora Welty as Photographer and Occasions: Selected Writings give us more 
of this great writer’s work to see, to read, to ponder. 

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e ss   o f  M i ss  i ss  i pp  i

 BOOKFRIENDS
N e ws  l e t t e r  /  su  m m e r  2009

Celebrating 100 Years of Eudora Welty



UPM Celebrating  
the Past and Future

The University Press of Mississippi is proud to be the publisher 
of many of Mississippi’s treasured literary and artistic figures. 
During its nearly forty-year history, the Press has published 
works by and about William Faulkner, Richard Wright, 
Elizabeth Spencer, Toni Morrison, Willie Morris, Ellen Douglas, 
Ellen Gilchrist, Shelby Foote, and Walter Anderson.

	 Perhaps one of the Press’s most rewarding endeavors was more than a decade 
of creative collaboration with beloved writer Eudora Welty, whose centennial we 
celebrate this year. Director Emerita Seetha Srinivasan and Marketing Director Hunter 
Cole were instrumental in forging this relationship that resulted in the landmark 
book, Photographs, which introduced the world to Welty as a talented photographer 
and received positive reviews nationwide.
	 Seven other books of Welty’s stories and other short pieces, essays, reviews, and 
photographs followed. To celebrate the 100th anniversary of Welty’s birth, the Press 
is pleased to offer two new books honoring Mississippi’s favorite daughter. Edited 
by Welty scholar Pearl Amelia McHaney, Occasions: Selected Writings by Eudora Welty 
gathers little-reproduced stories, reviews, essays, and articles that sing with Welty’s 
wit and keen observation. A second volume, Eudora Welty as Photographer, also 
edited by McHaney, considers Welty as a fine art photographer and examines her 
approach to a passion that for a time rivaled her interest in writing.
	T he Press has also had the honor of publishing a body of work by and about the 
visionary Gulf-Coast artist Walter Anderson. Anderson was the subject of a special 
focus for the 2009 Oxford Conference for the Book, and Press authors Christopher 
Maurer, Patricia Pinson, Mary Anderson Pickard, and Leif Anderson spoke eloquently 
about Anderson’s particular engagement with literature, his extensive travels, and his 
special relationship with the natural world.
	I  feel very privileged to have joined such an active and respected publishing 
program, one that serves the state and region so well. Mississippi’s eight state 
campuses offer vibrant discourse and faculty engaged in a wide variety of research. 
This association is a particularly rewarding one for the Press. Our mission is to publish 
the best in scholarship and letters and to bring Mississippi’s intellectual, cultural, and 
artistic heritage into the wider world, and our efforts often begin right here at home.
	A s we look to the future of books and publishing, the Press seeks to build an 
active electronic book program to compliment our traditional print offerings. As 
demand for ebooks for personal and library use grows, UPM wants to ensure that 
the scholarship and ideas that have made our program so successful are available in 
as many forms as possible so that we can reach and captivate the next generation of 
passionate readers. 

—Leila Salisbury, Director, University Press of Mississippi

From the 2009 President  
of BOOKFRIENDS

The University Press of Mississippi is one of our state’s best 
kept secrets. It is supported by all of Mississippi’s eight state 
universities, has published over a thousand scholarly titles of 
great distinction and has distributed more than three million 
copies all over the world.  Yet many people in our state don’t 
know anything about University Press or the high esteem in 
which it is held in the not-for-profit publishing world. 

	O ne of the most important roles of Bookfriends is to support the work of 
University Press and spread the word about its excellent work. We sponsor a variety 
of programs including book signings, speeches by noted authors, conferences, and 
receptions. We need all of our members to participate as often as possible, to bring 
their friends and talk about the good work of the University Press to people in the 
community. 
	M any thanks to Ouida Drinkwater, Bookfriends past president, for her strong 
leadership and to Ginger Tucker, who is retiring soon from University Press. Ginger 
has worked closely with Bookfriends for many years and we will miss her.

—Judy Wiener, President, BookFriends

BOOKFRIENDS 2008 Party

Celebrating Elsa Hahne’s

You are Where You Eat

Mississippi books receiving reviews

In addition to a long write up from Eric Banks in The Chronicle of Higher Education’s Brainstorm  
blog (see http://tinyurl.com/cvv7cu), Eudora Welty’s new book Occasions: Selected Writings was also 
warmly reviewed by James E. Person, Jr. in the Washington Times (see http://tinyurl.com/d5kfpd).

On the Wall: Four Decades of Community Murals in New York City painted the town in newsprint across  
the boroughs, and the authors were featured in Q & As for three weeks running in the New York Times 
blog The City Room (see http://tinyurl.com/dxdtsg).

Squint: My Journey with Leprosy earned a starred review from Publishers Weekly in their web exclusive 
reviews section. This led to a lengthy interview on NPR’s Weekend All Things Considered. And recently 
author José Ramirez taped an interview with Interfaith Voices Radio (broadcast on 60 affiliate stations). 

Reviews and mentions for A Trumpet around the Corner: The Story of New Orleans Jazz appeared in the 
latest issue of Jazz Beat, a review by Terry Teachout ran in Commentary, and a recent review in the  
Journal of American History just came in. 

You Are Where You Eat: Stories and Recipes from the Neighborhoods of New Orleans has been featured  
or reviewed in the following publications: Chile Pepper, Louisiana Cookin’, Times-Picayune, Gambit,  
and Offbeat, and most recently the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 

Thomas Jefferson on Wine refuses to quit and was recently reviewed in Gastronomica.

Claudette Colbert: She Walked in Beauty was included in a roundup of old Hollywood books in the 
Washington Post Book World. 

Delta Deep Down was featured in the Portfolio section of the Chronicle of Higher Education’s Chronicle 
Review with a photograph and excerpt from the foreword.

Accordion Dreams: A Journey into Cajun and Creole Music was reviewed in the New Orleans Times  
Picayune, Times of Acadiana, and the Lafayette Advertiser (see http://www.theadvertiser.com/
article/20090412/LIFESTYLE/904120344).

Awards and Honors

Jane Rule Burdine’s Delta Deep Down was a 2009 award winner from the Mississippi Institute of Arts  
and Letters in the photography category.

Cross the Water Blues: African American Music in Europe was awarded a Certificate of Merit from the 
Association for Recorded Sound Collections in the category of Best Research in Recorded Blues,  
Rhythm & Blues, or Soul Music.

The 2008 Chicago Folklore Prize was awarded to Felicia McMahon’s Not Just Child’s Play: Emerging  
Tradition and the Lost Boys of Sudan.

The Natchez Indians: A History to 1735 by James F. Barnett Jr., and The Beatles: Image and the Media  
by Michael R. Frontani were named to the 2008 Outstanding Academic Titles list by CHOICE.

UPM author Moira Crone (Dream State, What Gets Into Us) has been awarded the 2009 Robert Penn 
Warren Award for Fiction from the Southern Fellowship of Writers. This prize, based in large part on 
Crone’s two story collections from UPM, recognizes her achivements in Southern letters.

Seetha Srinivasan, UPM Director Emerita, was honored with the Publisher’s Recognition Award  
from the Toni Morrison Society for her outstanding work as editor and publisher in the area of  
Morrison scholarship.

UPM book designer Todd Lape was recently included in the 2009 Association of American University 
Presses Book, Jacket, and Journal Show. Todd’s design for History and Politics in French-Language Comics 
and Graphic Novels was recognized for its dust jacket design.
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