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of Eudora Welty

An Occasion
to Celebrate

BY PEARL AMELIA MCHANEY

For thirty-some years | have read and taught the work of
Eudora Welty, always with delight, and for some time now
| have been anticipating 2009, Welty’s centennial year.
| hoped for a year-long, worldwide celebration of her
life and writing as modeled by the many events for the
centennial years of William Faulkner (1997) and Langston
Hughes (2002). | sent letters to all of the journals, magazines, and newspapers that
published Welty and to all of the universities that had honored her with degrees
and awards encouraging them to plan ahead and in some way, no matter its
dimensions, to honor Eudora Welty in 2009.

Luck was my angel in the planning and production of the Press’s two Welty
titles issued this March and in my contributions to centennial celebrations. These
projects were a true collaboration initiated by Seetha Srinivasan and carried out
by myself, John Langston, Walter Biggins, Forrest Galey, and Ben Holland. One
cannot recognize Seetha’s leadership, tenacity, and vision su ciently in a single
page. The book of forty photographs (thirty not previously published), three
essays, and a chronology of Welty’s photographic e orts and accomplishments
was one of the last that Seetha brought to life during her career at the University
Press of Mississippi.

Coincidentally, | was on the rst list published under the guidance of the
Press's current director Leila Salisbury. And as | presented Leila with the concept
for the book in mid-summer, it was also possibly the fastest book UPM produced.
We wanted both books ready by the April 13 birthday! Here again incredible
teamwork (Leila, Anne Stascavage, Pete Halverson) made the improbable seem
possible. Occasions includes essays, stories, tributes, forewords, and letters to
editors published throughout Welty’s lifetime in journals and newspapers that
are now obscure, defunct, or inaccessible. Both are beautiful books, beyond my
simple hopes as midwife to these celebrations of Eudora Welty’s 100th birthday.
Both Eudora Welty as Photographer and Occasions: Selected Writings give us more
of this great writer’s work to see, to read, to ponder.




UPM Celebrating
the Past and Future

The University Press of Mississippi is proud to be the publisher
of many of Mississippi’s treasured literary and artistic gures.
During its nearly forty-year history, the Press has published
works by and about William Faulkner, Richard Wright,
Elizabeth Spencer, Toni Morrison, Willie Morris, Ellen Douglas,
Ellen Gilchrist, Shelby Foote, and Walter Anderson.

Perhaps one of the Press’s most rewarding endeavors was more than a decade
of creative collaboration with beloved writer Eudora Welty, whose centennial we
celebrate this year. Director Emerita Seetha Srinivasan and Marketing Director Hunter
Cole were instrumental in forging this relationship that resulted in the landmark
book, Photographs, which introduced the world to Welty as a talented photographer
and received positive reviews nationwide.

Seven other books of Welty’s stories and other short pieces, essays, reviews, and
photographs followed. To celebrate the 100th anniversary of Welty’s birth, the Press
is pleased to o er two new books honoring Mississippi’s favorite daughter. Edited
by Welty scholar Pearl Amelia McHaney, Occasions: Selected Writings by Eudora Welty
gathers little-reproduced stories, reviews, essays, and articles that sing with Welty’s
wit and keen observation. A second volume, Eudora Welty as Photographer, also
edited by McHaney, considers Welty as a ne art photographer and examines her
approach to a passion that for a time rivaled her interest in writing.

The Press has also had the honor of publishing a body of work by and about the
visionary Gulf-Coast artist Walter Anderson. Anderson was the subject of a special
focus for the 2009 Oxford Conference for the Book, and Press authors Christopher
Maurer, Patricia Pinson, Mary Anderson Pickard, and Leif Anderson spoke eloquently
about Anderson’s particular engagement with literature, his extensive travels, and his
special relationship with the natural world.

| feel very privileged to have joined such an active and respected publishing
program, one that serves the state and region so well. Mississippi’s eight state
campuses o er vibrant discourse and faculty engaged in a wide variety of research.
This association is a particularly rewarding one for the Press. Our mission is to publish
the best in scholarship and letters and to bring Mississippi’s intellectual, cultural, and
artistic heritage into the wider world, and our e orts often begin right here at home.

As we look to the future of books and publishing, the Press seeks to build an
active electronic book program to compliment our traditional print o erings. As
demand for ebooks for personal and library use grows, UPM wants to ensure that
the scholarship and ideas that have made our program so successful are available in
as many forms as possible so that we can reach and captivate the next generation of
passionate readers.

—1Leila Salisbury, Director, University Press of Mississippi

From the 2009 President
of BOOKFRIENDS

The University Press of Mississippi is one of our state’s best
kept secrets. It is supported by all of Mississippi’s eight state
universities, has published over a thousand scholarly titles of
great distinction and has distributed more than three million
copies all over the world. Yet many people in our state don't
know anything about University Press or the high esteem in
which it is held in the not-for-pro t publishing world.

One of the most important roles of BOOKFRIENDS is to support the work of
University Press and spread the word about its excellent work. We sponsor a variety
of programs including book signings, speeches by noted authors, conferences, and
receptions. We need all of our members to participate as often as possible, to bring
their friends and talk about the good work of the University Press to people in the
community.

Many thanks to Ouida Drinkwater, BOOKFRIENDS past president, for her strong
leadership and to Ginger Tucker, who is retiring soon from University Press. Ginger
has worked closely with BOOKFRIENDS for many years and we will miss her.

—Judy Wiener, President, BOOKFRIENDS

BOOKFRIENDS 2008 Party

Celebrating Elsa Hahne'’s

You are Where You Eat
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